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SUBJECT: US ARMS SALES POLICY-BRIEPING OP QATARI POREIGN 
MINISTER 

REF: STATE 115406, STATE 115409, STATE 115244 

1. ON MAY 23 I BRIEPED QATARI POREIGN MINISTER SHAYKH SUHAYM 
BIN HAMAD AL THANI ON NEW US ARMS SALES POLICY, DRAWING ON 
REFTELS. WE HAD PROVIDED SUHAYM WITH COPY OP PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
IN ADVANCE OP CONVERSATION. 

2. SUHAYM SAID HE WAS OP COURSE AWARE FROM OUR PREVIOUS CON- 
VERSATIONS OP THE PRESIDENT'S PIRM DETERMINATION TO REDUCE THE 
INTERNATIONAL ARMS TRAPFIC. SUHAYM CONTINUED THAT THE PRESIDENT'S 
GOAL WAS A LAUDABLE ONE AND THE POLICY APPROACH AS OUTLINED WAS 
MOST RATIONAL, AND HE WOULD NOT PRESUME TO CRITICIZE IT. HOW- 
EVER, SAID SUHAYM, IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND IN OTHER WORLD TROUBLE 
SPOTS WHERE ARMS TRAFPIC PARTICULARLY HEAVY, WE ARE DEALING WITH 
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IRRATIONAL SITUATIONS. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE POLICY APPEARED 
TO HAVE SUPPICIENT PLEXIBILITY TO DEAL WITH SUCH SITUATIONS, 

BUT HE SAID AS REGARDS THE MIDDLE EAST THE SUCCESS OP THIS 
POLICY WOULD INEVITABLY DEPEND ON OUR PRODUCING A JUST AND 
DURABLE PEACE IN THE AREA. 

3. 1 ASSURED SUHAYM THAT OUR NEW ARMS SALES POLICY WAS CONCEIVED 
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WITH OUR GOAL OF CATALYZING A MID EAST PEACE SETTLEMENT VERY 
MUCH IN MIND. 

4. COMMENT: SUHAYM'S EAVORABLE RECEPTION OP OUR NEW ARMS 
SALES POLICY IS A POSITIVE PACTOR, BUT HE IS AT SOME DISTANCE 
FROM ITS ACTUAL IMPACT HERE. AT PRESENT WE HAVE NO RPT NO 
SIGNIFICANT ARMS SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP WITH GOQ, AND HAVE APPAR- 
ENTLY SUCCESSFULLY DISCOURAGED ITS INTEREST IN SEEKING F-5'S 
FROM US. HOWEVER, DURING PAST WEEK WE HAVE HAD TWO INPORMAL 
APPROACHES FROM QATARI MILITARY FOR POSSIBLE SALES OF WHAT 
COULD AMOUNT TO SIGNIFICANT QUANTITIES OP CONVENTIONAL MILITARY 
HARDWARE, E.G. 50 CALIBER MACHINE GUNS, M-16 RIFLES, ETC. 

THESE APPROACHES WILL BE REPORTED IN DETAIL WHEN REQUESTS ARE 
FORMALIZED BY OFFICIAL GOQ LETTER. EMBASSY WILL THEN SUBMIT 
ITS RECOMMENDATIONS WITHIN CONTEXT OF NEW ARMS SALES POLICY 
FOR RESPONDING TO GOQ'S POSSIBLE DESIRE TO ESTABLISH MILITARY 
SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP WITH U.S. 

PACtANF.lt. I 
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